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By TED LEWIS: _
Washington, April 12—President Johnson presumabl
rets the latest interpretative lowdown on developments 1n
the South Viet Nam political crisis from four principal
Foulces, ' '
tary McNamara, Secretary of State Rusk, Assistant Secretary of
State for Far Eastern Affairs William P. Bundy and our ambassadof
in Saigon,|
Henry Cabot
Lodge.

As LBJ is a
great hand at
getting - infor- |
mation to sup- |
plement  what
‘this chief ad-
“1visers have to
say, it is likely.
that during the |£%
present  crisis |
he has picked
the brains  of
others  whose’
judgment=  he!
%lvalues. These
would - include
Gen,  Maxwell
‘ “# Taylor, the new

22 White
Thich Tri Quang , adviser
A "“bad guy” Whitman :
tow, Undersec- .
vetary of State George Ball and Sen. Richard B. Russell (D-Ga.?.
: Some of these individuals have had a few things to say publicly
‘about the confused situation in the last few days, - o
We are thinking specifically of a Bupdy TV interview, a state-
‘ment made in Conyers, Ga., Saturday by Sen. Russell and 4 'Sunday
.TV interview by Undeérsecretary Ball, . — —— o
¢ If what they said openly is what they told the President pri-.
«vately, then Johnson's dilemma concerning what to do or not to do
.in the explosive political situation must be almost unbearable, .
( Bundy Separates Them as Goodies and Baddies

’ ~ Bundy, for example, separated the Buddhist Jeaders into “good

/Euys” and “bad .guys.” The chief bad guy was Thich Tri Quang,
fone of the chief conspirators against the military junta headed by
,Gen, Ky. A leading good guy was the moderate .Buddhist monk
1 Thich Tam Chau, I ’

Thich Tam Chau_
© A "good guy”

| as ambassador in Saigon.
i . That was the day when a surpri X
- Maj. Gen. Nguyen Khanh ocusted the government of Maj. Ge
_ Duong Vin Minh (Big Minh). !

ttext “was distributed in a clear effért to show that the highe
echelon of the department—namely Secretary Rusk—agreed wif
everything his subordinate had™snit: ’
- Whnt Sen. Russell, chairman of the Senate Armed Servied
Committee, said on Saturday was another instance of the kind

widely varying advice the President has been receiving in the la
few weeks. Some of his advisers have definitely urged that t
Administration acknowledge it has prime interest in a stable Saige
government. ’ '

On that basis it Is argued that pressures, militfary if neceasar
hould be applied to keep & strong military junta in power,. with ¢
without Gen. Ky. . C

Should Leave if Not Welcome, He Says -~ ...

But Russell tdok the positiim that we were powerless o act
the government crisis, and if a new government should come

required. He added, “If it becomes clearly evident that a majorif
of the Viet Namese do not want our help, I would favor withdre:
ing immediately both military forces and economic aid.” :

This brings us up to Sunday when &rﬁigﬁgcmﬂ_u_%gﬂ £po
his piece on nationwide TV. What was happening in Viet Na
was “a normal kind of unrest” in his ¢épinion. :

“I would not regard this as anything that needs. to be d
plored,” Ball went on, “so long as it doesn’t interfere with t
conduct of military operations. ..” .

Within 24 _hours. of .Ball’s calm_estimate, of .the..situation i
Pentagoii reported that the political, disturbances have hurt mil
tary-vperattonymid specifically had caused a temporary bomb sho

age at our Da Nang air base. ‘ . .
LW—ém?éﬁ'—oFW‘hUprtﬁ‘e'President has been getting soundd

estimates of the situation from pther sourcecs. We are not priv

.1to what Lodge 18 reporting but we cannot forget how wrong h

“readings” were on Jan, 30, 1964, during hjs first tour of du

ge military aoup, organized b

"Spent the Mornihg 'Teaching English’

The last cable from Lodge that day to the State Departme
was to the effect that he had been spending the morning “teaching
Big Minh to make a speech in English.” There wa: ositively no ad
vance tip of a possible coup from the Embassy.. .

[~ ~Ever §ifice John F. Kennedy, with then Vice President Johnson
urging,”began our military buildup in Jate 1961 there has been
dismal record of wrong guesses by officialg claiming to be experts o

Viet Nam. The chief culprit of course was Defcpse Secretary McNa
mara-who talked abou,t,__hqsvv_our_hoys.,coﬂTﬁWﬁﬂh&mm@_b

be
19 v everythingthen would be picely setilede.. . )
‘ﬁ:TEOﬁlmlﬂwnrgrg‘g'ﬁiﬁeTsJ:'ﬁ‘ the present crisis are still to b
forreted out, Perhaps some day the President will reveal who sol
him on the idea that Gen. Ky’s military junta could be.stabilized a

{'an efficient government for many years chead, provided LBJ gav

Ky his firm backing, which he did at the Honolulu conference. v

-And perhaps we . will Inter be able to find out who sold th
Administration on the idea that Ky should be encouraged to cemen
his powegr by ousting a “bad guy” from the junta, Gen. Nguye
Chanh Thi. It was this ouster which brought the-crisis and now i
‘official’ Washington .the ‘belief js that Thi was all along a-“goc

y LR AN e e caihnd B

The net result of this Washington. effort to' show
‘Buddhist split indicated the crisis was not reslly too serious, was’
that both, the good and bad guys displayed immediately. their
!unity in the anti-government drive, . . oo
' Bundy was not alone as a wrong guesser. The ‘State Department
{itsclf _considered his™wordiTor Wistom-ao ‘mignificant that the Bundy,
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